
552.216-72 Placement of orders (SEP 1999) (Alternate IV -- FEB 2007)

(a) See 552.238-78, Scope of Contract (Eligible Ordering Activities)--Alternate I, for who may order
under this contract.

(b) Orders may be placed through Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) or mailed in paper form. EDI
orders shall be placed using the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) X12 Standard for
Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) format.

(c) If the Contractor agrees, GSA's Federal Acquisition Service (FAS) will place orders for eligible
ordering activities, as defined in paragraph (a) of the clause at 552.238-78-Alternate I, by EDI using
computer-to-computer EDI. If computer-to-computer EDI is not possible, FAS will use an alternative
EDI method allowing the Contractor to receive orders by facsimile transmission. Subject to the
Contractor's agreement, other eligible ordering activities, as defined in paragraphs (a) and (d) of the
clause at 552.238-78-Alternate I, may also place orders by EDI.

(d) When computer-to-computer EDI procedures will be used to place orders, the Contractor shall enter
into one or more Trading Partner Agreements (TPA) with each ordering activity placing orders
electronically in order to ensure mutual understanding by the parties of certain electronic transaction
conventions and to recognize the rights and responsibilities of the parties as they apply to this method
of placing orders. The TPA must identify, among other things, the third party provider(s) through which
electronic orders are placed, the transaction sets used, security procedures, and guidelines for
implementation. Ordering activities may obtain a sample format to customize as needed from the office
specified in paragraph (g) of this clause.

(e) The Contractor shall be responsible for providing its own hardware and software necessary to
transmit and receive data electronically. Additionally, each party to the TPA shall be responsible for the
costs associated with its use of third party provider services.

(f) Nothing in the TPA will invalidate any part of this contract between the Contractor and the General
Services Administration. All terms and conditions of this contract that otherwise would be applicable to
a mailed order shall apply to the electronic order.

(g) The basic content and format of the TPA will be provided by:

General Services Administration
Acquisition Operations and Electronic Commerce Center (FCS)
Washington, DC 20406

Telephone: (703) 305-7741
FAX: (703) 305-7720


